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translation by chatgpt from Japanese original

Fuyuka Shindo — Project Proposal

I am an artist based in Hokkaido, Japan.

Throughout October, | will be participating in a residency at D.A.Aura in Gwangju, South
Korea. | am looking for people who would be willing to offer advice on my project, as well as
those interested in participating.

Fuyuka Shindo WEB: https://www.shindofuyuka.com
Contact: https://www.shindofuyuka.com/contact

My Plan

During this residency, as a temporary visitor to Gwangiju, | would like to try going on dates
with people in the city.

A date is a private and intimate interaction, but at the same time, it also means going out
together into the public space of the city. Moving back and forth between the private and the
public—this range feels important to this project. | cannot yet explain very well why it is
important. | would like to think about it as | go on these dates.

Also, on a date, | cannot decide by myself where to go or how to spend our time. These
things are decided through the relationship with the other person; it is something mutual.
Especially for me, coming from outside the city, | will probably often leave it to the other
person to decide where we go and what we do. | feel that it is important to temporarily let go
of my own judgment and experience the city while being guided by someone else’s
perspective.

I would like to go on as many dates as possible during my stay. With each date, personal
memories and experiences—where we went in the city and what we did there—uwiill
accumulate within me. | do not yet know how these experiences will change the way | see
Gwangju, or whether they will change it at all.

The “date” | am thinking of here does not necessarily mean a romantic or sexual
relationship. | mean something more casual. | would like to call it a date when two people, or
a small group of people, spend time together and | have the chance to encounter places or
activities that are important to them.

Rather than joining a tour of the city as a traveler, | would like to get to know Gwangju
through the perspectives of people who live there. As one way of doing this, | have chosen
the form of a date.

A date is also, basically, a slightly special and enjoyable time. | would be happy if someone
could introduce me to a place that is special to them or an activity they enjoy, and allow me
to join them.
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There are no restrictions regarding the sexuality or age of participants. Perhaps my date
could even be a dog or a cat. Itis also fine if the person does not speak English or
Japanese. | would like to think about how we can spend time together, including situations in
which we cannot fully communicate through language.

Besides going to a museum, taking a walk, or attending an event, | imagine many different
kinds of dates: walking a dog, shopping at a supermarket, visiting someone’s family, or
visiting a grave, for example.

| would like to decide together with each participant what we do on the date and how the
experience is documented. If photographs, conversations, or personal information are
introduced online, | will make sure to confirm the person’s wishes. The aim of this project is
not to record and make everything public. | would also like to include experiences that are
not documented, or that remain only between the two of us, as part of the project.

I plan to share the process of the project online. At the end, based on the experiences | have
had, | hope to organize a date myself. However, | have not yet decided what kind of date
that will be. | would like to think about it through the encounters and experiences | have in
Gwangju.

Request for Support ( from D.A.Aura or Someone)

I would like to find people to go on dates with in Gwangju. What kinds of ways might there be
to find participants? Would it be possible for you to help look for people who might be
interested, or to introduce me to people?

If possible, | would like to go on around seven or eight dates during my stay. | hope to meet
people from a variety of generations, genders, and backgrounds. It would also be fine for the
same person to participate more than once. | would also like to discuss with you how best to
explain the project to participants, how to communicate when we do not share a language,
and how to handle transportation, food and drink expenses, and other practical matters.

What | Am Thinking About Before Going to Gwangju

Last year, | had the opportunity to participate in a residency program in Fukuoka. While |
was there, | felt how close Fukuoka is to Asia. | mean this partly in terms of physical
distance, but perhaps it also has to do with differences in how neighboring parts of Asia are
perceived and understood. There may be historical and cultural reasons behind this as well.

It was completely different from what | had felt in Hokkaido. | had expected that, since
Hokkaido is also part of Asia, | might feel some kind of connection. In reality, however, |
found it somewhat difficult to think in that way. Perhaps this was an experience that made
me realize, in a very tangible way, that Asia is not a single thing.

Following that experience, after the residency | made a journey around Fukuoka, Naha,
Taipei, Seoul, and Busan. | mainly visited museums and other places dealing with Japanese



colonization and the processes of democratization in each region. This became the
beginning of my research into Asia.

The experiences | had while moving quickly through these different places are now mixed
together inside me. Rather than remaining as separate stories belonging to independent
regions, the histories and memories surrounding colonization and democratization seem to
overlap, and things still feel somewhat blurry. | had thought that Asia was not a single thing,
and yet, after making this journey, | find that my own focus has somehow become even less
clear.

I do not yet know how this feeling will change as | continue my research and artistic practice.
| think that staying in Gwangju will offer me another opportunity to think about what Asia is.

| am interested in the history of democratization in Korea. This time, however, | am thinking
about how | myself might experience it. As an outsider, and as a Japanese person, | feel that
it is necessary for me to take an interest in Korea’s history of democratization. How can |
look at it, and how can | face it? | do not yet even know how | should begin to approach it.
Having been given this opportunity, my feeling at the moment is that | am approaching it
cautiously, with some apprehension.

As a way of conducting research, it is helpful that there are already many kinds of media and
forms of expression—books, novels, artworks, films, and others. | am grateful that | can
encounter some of these before going there.

While | am actually in Gwangju, | would like to see as much of the city as possible. | would
also like to experience how local people live, what they enjoy, and these kinds of everyday
and intimate situations. | would like to approach Gwangju through such detours.

By walking through the city and meeting people who live there, even without directly
addressing the history of democratization, | may encounter its history or memories
somewhere along the way. Or | may encounter something completely different. | will not
know what kind of opportunity this will become for me until | am there. | would like to stay in
Gwangju while leaving that uncertainty open.
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